
 

 

North Devon Council 
Brynsworthy Environment Centre 
Barnstaple 
North Devon   EX31 3NP 
 
K. Miles 

Chief Executive. 
 

 
 

To: All Members of the Council 
and Chief Officers 

 
NOTE: PLEASE NOTE THAT PRAYERS WILL BE SAID AT 5.55 P.M. PRIOR TO THE 
COUNCIL MEETING FOR ANY MEMBER WHO WISHES TO ATTEND 
 

 COUNCIL MEETING 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a  meeting of NORTH DEVON COUNCIL to 
be held in the Brynsworthy Environment Centre on WEDNESDAY, 26TH FEBRUARY, 
2020 at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
Chief Executive 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

19.   Devon County Council/North Devon Council response to the Climate Declaration  
(Pages 5 - 6) 

 Lead Member for Climate Change to report. 
 

 
 

 

If you have any enquiries about this agenda, please contact Corporate and 
Community Services, telephone 01271 388253 

 
 
 

18.02.20 
 

Public Document Pack
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GUIDANCE NOTES FOR RULES OF DEBATE AT MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 
 
Part 4, Council Procedure Rules of the Constitution 
 
The basics 
 
At a meeting of Full Council, Members shall stand when speaking unless 
unable to do so and shall address the Chair. 
 
While a Member is speaking, other Members shall remain seated unless 
rising for a point of order, a point of information or in personal explanation. 
 
No speeches may be made after the mover had moved a proposal and 
explained the purpose of it until the motion has been seconded. 
 
Unless notice of motion has already been given, the Chair may require it to 
be written down and handed to him before it is discussed. 
 
When seconding a motion or amendment, a member may reserve their 
speech until later in the debate. 
 
Speeches must be directed to the question under discussion or to be 
personal explanation or point of order. 
 
A speech by the mover of a motion may not exceed 5 minutes without the 
consent of the Chair. 
 
Speeches by other Members may not exceed 3 minutes without the 
consent of the Chair, unless when the Council’s annual budget is under 
discussion, the leader of each political group on the Council may speak for 
up to 5 minutes or such longer period as the Chair shall allow. 
 
 
The rules of Question Time  
 
At a meeting of the Council, other than the Annual meeting, a Member of 
the Council may ask the Leader or the chair of a committee any question 
without notice upon an item of the report of a committee when that item is 
being received or under consideration by the Council. 
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North Devon Council protocol on recording/filming at Council meetings 
 
The Council is committed to openness and transparency in its decision-making. 
Recording is permitted at Council meetings that are open to the public. The Council 
understands that some members of the public attending its meetings may not wish to be 
recorded. The Chairman of the meeting will make sure any request not to be recorded is 
respected.  
 
The rules that the Council will apply are:  
 

1. The recording must be overt (clearly visible to anyone at the meeting) and must 
not disrupt proceedings. The Council will put signs up at any meeting where we 
know recording is taking place.  

 
2. The Chairman of the meeting has absolute discretion to stop or suspend recording 

if, in their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice proceedings at the meeting 
or if the person recording is in breach of these rules.  

 
3. We will ask for recording to stop if the meeting goes into ‘part B’ where the public 

is excluded for confidentiality reasons. In such a case, the person filming should 
leave the room ensuring all recording equipment is switched off. 

 
4. Any member of the public has the right not to be recorded. We ensure that 

agendas for, and signage at, Council meetings make it clear that recording can 
take place – anyone not wishing to be recorded must advise the Chairman at the 
earliest opportunity.  

 
5. The recording should not be edited in a way that could lead to misinterpretation or 

misrepresentation of the proceedings or in a way that ridicules or shows a lack of 
respect for those in the recording. The Council would expect any recording in 
breach of these rules to be removed from public view.  

 
Notes for guidance: 
 
Please contact either our Corporate and Community Services team or our 
Communications team in advance of the meeting you wish to record at so we can make 
all the necessary arrangements for you on the day.  
 
For more information contact the Corporate and Community Services team on 01271 
388253 or email memberservices@northdevon.gov.uk or the Communications Team 
on 01271 388278, email communications@northdevon.gov.uk. 
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North Devon Council offices at Brynsworthy, the full address is:  
Brynsworthy Environment Centre (BEC), Roundswell,  
Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 3NP. 
 
Sat Nav postcode is EX31 3NS. 
 
At the Roundswell roundabout take the exit onto the B3232, after about ½ mile take the 
first right, BEC is about ½ a mile on the right. 
 
Drive into the site, visitors parking is in front of the main building on the left hand side.  
 
On arrival at the main entrance, please dial 8253 for Corporate and Community Services. 
 

 
 



Climate Change Lead Member  

Report to Full Council 26 February 2020 

Further to my previous reports to Group and Full Council, the latest is: 

 CAT (Climate Action Team) regular meetings now scheduled until 

end of next council year.  Starting to streamline discussions so 

councillors and others can focus on areas of individual expertise and 

interest.  Last meeting focused on Climate Week.  Options for 

Electric Vehicle charging points and Offsetting for Biodiversity on 

next agenda. 

 

 Climate Week 21-28 March - this will kick off the public facing 

work on climate change for the council.  Ken Miles reports that he is 

getting good feed back from other Devon local authorities about 

NDC being the first to undertake such an initiative.  IT have 

organised a climate@northdevon.gov.uk email address for all 

events to be posted on, and allow internal discussions between 

officers and councillors involved.    

 

Can all council members use this email to pass on information about 

any events in their local areas that are related to Climate Change 

and wider environmental activities.  

 

 Carbon Reduction Plan going to Policy Development committee 

19 March, then to Strategy and Resources, and on to Full Council 

for adoption.  The Plan is not a finished article, and will never be, as 

its intended to be a truly working document that will be added to, 

reviewed and used for monitoring. The Plan focuses on what the 

council can do to reduce its own carbon footprint, rather than trying 

to take responsibility for all carbon reduction in the district.   

 

 Implementation of work on climate change On-going concern 

is lack of clearly identifiable resource to deliver the various 

elements of the plan – and no allocation of funds in 2020/21 budget 

to support implementation of various items in plan.  Growing 

frustration expressed by councillors and some officers, that despite 

the council having declared a Climate and Ecological Emergency 

there seems to be little action on the ground.  Good example is the 

call for Electric Vehicle charging points.  DCC, with NDC, is putting 

in three and some considerable cost, while Mid Devon District 

Council has installed a number using a different system that does 

not incur capital costs.  Here progress seems to be hampered in a 

number of ways, with no clear route to progress on the ground.  
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 Friday Strike for Climate – the march came to Lynton House on 

Friday 14 Feb and I met with them, gave a speech and answered 

their questions.  The young people’s concerns centred on why there 

are so many supermarkets and so few people buy local.  Older 

protesters echoed that but were also concerned about 

housebuilding, both volumes and carbon footprint.   

 

 Pledge for Nature – partnership project fronted by Biosphere – 

launch tomorrow, with mass tree planting happening on National 

Trust land in Woolacombe last weekend (attended by our Lead 

Members for Coastal Communities and Climate Change) and other 

events for eg in Braunton (attended by Lead Member for 

Environment).  Over 5,000 trees planted in Woolacombe – already 

planning for more next year. 

 

 Planning policies I’ve talked with Planning Department about 

bringing forward carbon reduction policies through the Local Plan 

Development Group – or other mechanisms.  We have yet to come 

to a view about the best way forward. 

C Leaver, 25/2/20 
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